EARLY   IMPRESSIONS

our servants had to take my place, a favour they
did not always appreciate. When travelling by
night, I have slept for hours at a stretch in one of
these kajavahs, the steady measured walk of the
mule favouring slumber. Sometimes, however,, the
monotony is broken by the mule suddenly dropping
on to its front knees, and you find yourself deposited
on the ground, shot out like an arrow from its
bow.

If this form of conveyance does not appeal to
the traveller then there is the " takhtiravan." This
is a most luxurious mode of conveyance, and is, as a
rule, only used by invalids or high-class Moslem
ladies, It consists of a box, with doors and windows,
measuring about six or seven feet by four in length
and five in height. The top is covered with heavy
felt or some material which will keep out the sun or
the rain, according to which season of the year you
are travelling in. Inside is placed a mattress with
plenty of cushions: the whole is built on shafts which
are slung between two mules, one in front and one
behind. The motion is rather like that of a rolling
ship, and, unless the occupant is a good sailor, the
experience is not always a pleasant one. I once
travelled for a week in one of these conveyances, and
on arriving at our destination found my back was a
mass of bruises. The takhtiravan is very good for
night travelling, as you can lie flat down and sleep,
provided the animals keep in step and the road is
good. On an uneven road the sensation is not too
comfortable.

We once had a never-to-be-forgotten week of
torture in a springless wagon; it really was too
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